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P N L S

I N  T H I S  I S S U E
J a n u a r y  h i g h l i g h t s
B o r r o w  i t !
D i d  y o u  k n o w . . .
C a l e n d a r : J a n u a r y  i n
y o u r  l i b r a r y  
R e s o u r c e s  f o r  J a n u a r y
P N L S  s p o t l i g h t
c l a s s r o o m  s e t  c o l l e c t i o n :

G e o r g e  O r w e l l ’ s  1 9 8 4   

P A H K I S I M O N  N U Y E ʔÁ H   P A G E S

Back in 1991, a group of
passionate people gathered to
brainstorm how to improve literacy
rates in Northern Saskatchewan.
That’s how the Northern Reading
Program (NRP) was born! Since
then, every January and February,
PNLS has been bringing fun and
reading to our communities. Our
mission? To make reading a
beloved pastime, boost literacy,
and unite our communities through
the joy of books.

D i d  y o u  k n o w . . .

J a n u a r y  H i g h l i g h t s

W e l c o m e  b a c k ,  e v e r y o n e !  W e ’ r e  k i c k i n g  o f f
a  n e w  y e a r ,  a n d  J a n u a r y  i s  p a c k e d  w i t h
e x c i t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  y o u  a n d  y o u r
s t u d e n t s  o r  p a t r o n s .  I f  y o u  h a v e n ’ t  a l r e a d y ,
b e  s u r e  t o  r e g i s t e r  f o r  t h e  S a s k P o w e r
N o r t h e r n  R e a d i n g  P r o g r a m  ( N R P ) .  T h i s
y e a r ’ s  t h e m e ,  S t o r i e s  T h a t  C o n n e c t  U s :
B r i d g i n g  C o m m u n i t i e s  T h r o u g h  R e a d i n g ,
i s  a l l  a b o u t  b r i n g i n g  p e o p l e  t o g e t h e r
t h r o u g h  t h e  m a g i c  o f  b o o k s .  R e g i s t r a t i o n  i s
o p e n  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  1 3 t h ,  s o  d o n ’ t  m i s s  o u t
o n  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  j o i n  t h e  f u n ,  e a r n  p o i n t s ,
a n d  w i n  p r i z e s  f o r  y o u r  c l a s s r o o m  o r
l i b r a r y !
J a n u a r y  a l s o  o f f e r s  u n i q u e  w a y s  t o
c e l e b r a t e  a n d  e n g a g e ,  l i k e  D a t a  P r i v a c y
W e e k ,  F a m i l y  L i t e r a c y  D a y ,  a n d  m o r e .
T h e s e  e v e n t s  p r o v i d e  p e r f e c t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
t o  e x p l o r e  t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g  t h e m e s  a n d
e n c o u r a g e  r e a d e r s  t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h
m e a n i n g f u l  s t o r i e s .  L e t ’ s  m a k e  2 0 2 5  a  y e a r
o f  l e a r n i n g ,  d i s c o v e r y ,  a n d  g r e a t  r e a d i n g !

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 5

F o x  a n d  B e a r  b y  M i r i a m
K ö r n e r   

B o r r o w  i t !

T h i s  y e a r ’ s  F a m i l y  L i t e r a c y  D a y
t h e m e  i s  L e a r n  t o  b e  G r e e n :
T o g e t h e r .  T h e  p r o v i n c i a l  b o o k
i s  M i r i a m  K ö r n e r ’ s  F o x  a n d
B e a r ,  a  m o d e r n  f a b l e  a b o u t
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  b a l a n c e ,
b e a u t i f u l l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  w i t h
r e c y c l e d  p a p e r  a n d  c a r d b o a r d .
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National Ribbon
Skirt Day

Don’t forget to
register for the
SaskPower
Northern Reading
Program! 
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SaskPower Northern Reading Program
Reading Challenge Begins on the 13th!
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P L A N N I N G :R E S O U R C E S :

If you or someone you know
requires access to materials
restricted to the print
disabled, please contact
PNLS

Join the SaskPower Northern
Reading Program! Earn points
and prizes through reading,
fun activities, and contests to
boost literacy

Learn about data privacy for
kids through word searches,
crossword puzzles, and
more...

Resources and advice on
bringing Dungeons & Dragons
into your classroom or school

Each year Sask Literacy
selects a provincial children’s
book and hosts special virtual
author events. Register online
for the livestreams! 

National Flag of Canada Day
is on February 15th
Pre-Order free Flag Day items
now to get them on time

World Braille
Day

National
Ribbon Skirt
Day

Borrow it!
Sînapân kîskasâkâs : a guide
to making contemporary style
Métis ribbon skirts

Register for
the 
SaskPower
Northern
Reading
Program

Data 
Privacy 
Day

Dungeons 
and Dragons
Day 

Family
Literacy 
Day

National
Flag of
Canada 
Day Order

Download Kelsey Leonard’s
Ribbon Skirt poem and lesson
plan from “Speaking our
Truth: A Journey of
Reconciliation”  Teachers’
Resource Guide. 

National
Ribbon Skirt
Day
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H o w  t o  B o r r o w  C l a s s r o o m  S e t s  F r o m  P a h k i s i m o n  N u y e ʔá h
L i b r a r y  S y s t e m :

 G e t  y o u r  T e a c h e r  L i b r a r y  C a r d .  F o r m s  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  o u r  w e b s i t e
w w w . p a h k i s i m o n . c a  o r  a s k  y o u r  s c h o o l  o r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  s t a f f  f o r  a
c o p y

1 .

V i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a n d  c l i c k  o n  t h e  E X P L O R E  d r o p d o w n  m e n u2 .
S e a r c h  t h e  P N L S  H e a d q u a r t e r s  C l a s s  S e t  C o l l e c t i o n3 .
E x p l o r e  o u r  t i t l e s  a n d  c o n t a c t  u s  a t  ( 3 0 6 )  4 2 5 - 4 5 2 5  t o  r e q u e s t  c o p i e s
o r  f i l l  o u t  t h e  S u b j e c t  R e q u e s t  a n d  C l a s s  S e t  f o r m  a n d  f o r w a r d  i t  t o  u s .  

4 .

C o p i e s  w i l l  b e  s h i p p e d  t o  y o u r  l o c a l  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y .  I f  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y
d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  w e  w i l l  s h i p  i t  t o  y o u r  s c h o o l .  

5 .

F R O M  O U R  C L A S S R O O M  S E T  C O L L E C T I O N
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1 9 8 4  b y  G e o r g e  O r w e l l

G e o r g e  O r w e l l ’ s  1 9 8 4  i s  a  c h i l l i n g  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f
p o w e r ,  c o n t r o l ,  a n d  t h e  l o s s  o f  p r i v a c y  i n  a  d y s t o p i a n
s o c i e t y  r u l e d  b y  B i g  B r o t h e r .  I t s  t h e m e s  o f
s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  p r o p a g a n d a ,  a n d  t r u t h  m a n i p u l a t i o n
r e m a i n  s t r i k i n g l y  r e l e v a n t  t o d a y ,  m a k i n g  i t  a
c o m p e l l i n g  c h o i c e  f o r  D a t a  P r i v a c y  W e e k  d i s c u s s i o n s .
T h e  n o v e l  p r o m p t s  s t u d e n t s  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e  b a l a n c e
b e t w e e n  f r e e d o m  a n d  c o n t r o l  i n  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i g i t a l
w o r l d .

W h i l e  1 9 8 4  i s  i d e a l  f o r  E n g l i s h  c l a s s e s  a s  a  c o r n e r s t o n e
o f  d y s t o p i a n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  i t  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  v a l u a b l e
c r o s s - c u r r i c u l a r  c o n n e c t i o n s .  I n  S o c i a l  S t u d i e s ,  i t
f a c i l i t a t e s  d i s c u s s i o n s  o n  g o v e r n a n c e ,  c i v i l  l i b e r t i e s ,
m e d i a  i n f l u e n c e ,  a n d  t y p e s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,
e n c o u r a g i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  c o n n e c t  O r w e l l ’ s  f i c t i o n a l
w o r l d  t o  r e a l - w o r l d  s y s t e m s .

E d u c a t o r s  c a n  u s e  k e y  e x c e r p t s  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e s e
t h e m e s  w i t h o u t  r e q u i r i n g  a  f u l l  r e a d ,  f o c u s i n g  o n
p a s s a g e s  a b o u t  s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  p r o p a g a n d a ,  a n d  t h e
m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  l a n g u a g e .  P a i r i n g  1 9 8 4  w i t h  r e l a t e d
w o r k s  l i k e  M o c k i n g j a y  b y  S u z a n n e  C o l l i n s ,  I  A m  M a l a l a
b y  M a l a l a  Y o u s a f z a i ,  o r  T h e  B o o k  T h i e f  b y  M a r k u s  Z u s a k
a l l o w s  f o r  e n g a g i n g  a n d  f l e x i b l e  l e s s o n s  t h a t  i n s p i r e
c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  p o w e r ,  p r i v a c y ,  a n d  f r e e d o m .

1 9 8 4
O r w e l l ,
G e o r g e
C o p i e s :  2 3
P a g e s :  3 2 6
D V D :  N o
G r .  L e v e l :  
1 0  -  1 2  &
p o s t -
s e c o n d a r y
A g e  R a n g e :
1 5 +
R e s o u r c e :  
Y e s  

How to Teach 1984
Prestwick House

View Copy Availability
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