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The Willow Awards Book Grab
Fundraiser is coming soon?
Save the Date!
May 3rd, 2025 in Saskatoon and
Regina.
It’s a great opportunity to get a
selection of new books at a fantastic
price while supporting the Willow
Awards! Visit willowawards.ca for pick
up location announcements.

D i d  y o u  k n o w . . .

A p r i l  H i g h l i g h t s

A p r i l  i s  N a t i o n a l  P o e t r y  M o n t h ,  a  p e r f e c t  t i m e  t o
i n t r o d u c e  s t u d e n t s  t o  n o v e l s  i n  v e r s e — c o n s i d e r
b o r r o w i n g  A l o n e  b y  M e g a n  E .  F r e e m a n  f r o m  t h e
P N L S  c l a s s r o o m  s e t  c o l l e c t i o n !  P o e m  i n  Y o u r
P o c k e t  D a y  ( A p r i l  2 4 )  i s  a n o t h e r  g r e a t  w a y  t o
b r i n g  p o e t r y  i n t o  y o u r  s c h o o l — e n c o u r a g e
s t u d e n t s  t o  c a r r y  a n d  s h a r e  t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  p o e m s
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d a y .

D r o p  E v e r y t h i n g  a n d  R e a d  ( D E A R )  D a y  o n  A p r i l
1 2  i s  a  g r e a t  t i m e  f o r  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  r e a d i n g .
C e l e b r a t e  B e a v e r  D a y  ( A p r i l  7 )  w i t h  f r e e
a c t i v i t i e s  f r o m  b e a v e r t r u s t . o r g .  W h y  n o t  b o r r o w  a
N i c h o l a s  O l d l a n d  b o o k ?  P N L S  h a s  a  g r e a t
s e l e c t i o n  f r o m  h i s  L i f e  i n  t h e  W i l d  s e r i e s ,
f e a t u r i n g  a  b e a v e r ,  a  b e a r ,  a n d  a  m o o s e !

O t h e r  e x c i t i n g  e v e n t s  i n c l u d e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
D a n c e  W e e k  ( A p r i l  2 3 – 2 9 ) ,  E a r t h  D a y  ( A p r i l
2 2 ) ,  a n d  S u p e r h e r o  D a y  ( A p r i l  2 8 ) — a  c h a n c e  t o
d r e s s  u p  a n d  c e l e b r a t e  c o m i c  b o o k  h e r o e s !  P l u s ,
O n e  B o o k ,  O n e  P r o v i n c e  k i c k s  o f f  t h i s  m o n t h ,
c o n n e c t i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h  r e a d i n g .

H o w e v e r  y o u  c e l e b r a t e ,  w e  a l s o  h o p e  y o u  h a v e  a
f a n t a s t i c  E a s t e r  b r e a k !

A P R I L  2 0 2 5

B o r r o w  i t !
Sînapân kîskasâkâs: 
a guide to making
contemporary style
Métis ribbon skirts
This resource offers
a step-by-step
method to create the

four-panel Métis ribbon skirt, while also sharing the
rich history of this iconic garment worn by Métis
women since the 1800s.
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T O  D O N O T E

National 
Superhero Day

National
Volunteer
Week 
27 – May 4

National Volunteer Week April 27 – May 4

Ts'ëlı za
niskipīsim

International
Children's 
Book Day

April is Ribbon
Skirt Month

National 
Poetry 
Month

April is Children and
Nature Awareness
Month 

April is Filipino Food Month

International 
Day of Pink

Siblings
Day

Beverly
Cleary’s
birthday is 
D.E.A.R. Day

International
Mother Earth
Day   

International
Dance Week 
April 23 – 29

Canadian
Independent
Bookstore Day

Poem in Your
Pocket Day

Canadian Children's Book Week Tour
begins at the end of the month

Administrative Professionals Day - April 17

International
Beaver Day

International
Mine
Awareness Day

World Day 
for Safety 
and Health at
Work

Canadian
Children's Book
Week Tour
Begins

April is National Poetry Month

April is Ribbon Skirt Month

One Book One Province events kick off across
Saskatchewan. Events held across the
province, including Alex Robertson Public
Library, La Ronge - April 16 (6 pm): 

April is National Oral Health Month

National 
Oral 
Health Month 

April is Sikh Heritage Month

Equality Day

International Dance Week April 27 – May 3

International
Dance Day

International
Jazz Day

Avrii

Administrative
Professionals
Day 

Easter
Break

Easter
Break

Easter
Break

Easter
Break

Easter
Break

One Book One Province
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PLANNING:R E S O U R C E S :

Canadian Children’s Book
Week connects authors,
illustrators, and storytellers
with schools and libraries to
inspire young readers.

Canadian
Children’s
Book Week

Addresses updates in copyright
law since 2016, includes new
FAQs for educators, and helps
teachers understand and
navigate copyright rules 

The 5th
Edition of
"Copyright
Matters!" 

Poetry
Month

40 Inspiring Poetry Games and
Activities for Kids and Teens

Poetry in 
Voice

Poetry In Voice offers resources
for Canadian students and
teachers

Prestwick
House
Poetry

Prestwick’s guide to some of
their favorite free poetry
materials from around the web! 

The League of Canadian Poets
celebrates poetry's significance
in Canadian culture every April.
It also offers free themed
posters and bookmarks

League of
Canadian
Poets

National
Superhero
Day

Superhero party in the 
library program outline

Drop Everything and Read
Day is a celebration that
encourages people of all ages
to take time out their day to
enjoy reading

Beverly
Cleary’s
birthday is 
D.E.A.R.
Day

Pearson Special Awareness
Days activities and lesson 
plans for grades K–8

International
Dance Day

International
Beaver Day

Beaver Trust offers fun, free
activities to explore how
beavers shape ecosystems
and our connection to nature

International
Mine
Awareness 
Day

Mining Matters provides
curriculum-aligned resources
on Earth sciences, minerals,
and mining careers
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R e q u e s t  C o p i e s :  
C a l l  ( 3 0 6 )  4 2 5 - 4 2 8 2  o r  s u b m i t  t h e  S u b j e c t  R e q u e s t  &  C l a s s  S e t
f o r m  ( P D F ) .

D e l i v e r y :  
S e t s  a r e  s h i p p e d  t o  y o u r  l o c a l  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  o r  d i r e c t l y  t o  y o u r  s c h o o l  i f
n o  l i b r a r y  i s  a v a i l a b l e .

E x p l o r e  O t h e r  T i t l e s :  
V i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e ,  c l i c k  t h e  E X P L O R E  m e n u ,  a n d  s e a r c h  t h e  P N L S
H e a d q u a r t e r s  C l a s s  S e t  C o l l e c t i o n .

T e a c h e r  L i b r a r y  C a r d :  
G e t  a  c a r d  a t  w w w . p a h k i s i m o n . c a  o r  a s k  y o u r  s c h o o l / p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  s t a f f .
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A l o n e
F r e e m a n ,
M e g a n  E .
C o p i e s :  2 5
P a g e s :  4 1 0
D V D :  N o
G r .  L e v e l :  6 - 9
A g e  R a n g e :  1 1 -
1 4
R e s o u r c e :  Y e s

View Copy Availability

How to Borrow Classroom Sets

Explore Resources

Companion Read: Alone & Hatchet 
Two Survival Stories, Two Different Challenges

For years, Hatchet by Gary Paulsen has captivated readers with its
gripping survival story and themes of resilience, self-reliance, and
personal growth. Now, Alone by Megan E. Freeman offers a fresh
take—where the greatest challenge isn’t the wilderness but
complete isolation in an abandoned town.

At 410 pages, Alone may seem like a big read, but its novel-in-
verse format makes it fast-paced, accessible, and engaging,
even for reluctant readers. Maddie, a 12-year-old girl, wakes up to
find that an emergency evacuation has left her behind. Her parents
assume she’s with the other, and with no way to contact them,
she must scavenge supplies, ration food, and survive alone for
years—her only companion, a Rottweiler named George.

Like Hatchet, Alone explores themes of independence, problem-
solving, and perseverance, but through a modern lens—with
Maddie navigating a world of abandoned homes, disconnected
technology, and uncertainty. This gripping survival story is an ideal
companion read for Hatchet, offering students the opportunity to
compare two vastly different survival experiences —one against
nature, the other against solitude.

As a novel in verse, Alone is also a perfect way to celebrate
National Poetry Month. Need unit plan ideas? Email me!

Alone Read-Aloud with Author 
Megan E. Freeman

https://pahkisimon.ca/resources/teacher_requests
https://pahkisimon.ca/resources/teacher_requests
https://pahkisimon.ca/resources/teacher_requests
http://www.pahkisimon.ca/
https://pahkisimon.ca/
https://pahkisimon.ca/newsletter
https://pahkisimon.ca/newsletter
https://pahkisimon.ca/newsletter
https://pahkisimon.ca/sm/browse/explore/headquarters_class_sets
https://pahkisimon.ca/resources/teacher_requests
https://pahkisimon.ca/sm/search/item/3184115
https://www.meganefreeman.com/teaching-resources
https://youtu.be/elHwGRkuRGY?si=xnl69Vs1XhMIryI5
https://youtu.be/elHwGRkuRGY?si=xnl69Vs1XhMIryI5
https://youtu.be/elHwGRkuRGY?si=xnl69Vs1XhMIryI5

